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FontWorks - Creating Font Art 
 

When you install the free update for your FontWorks program, you will find that you 
have a brand-new way to create text.  The new Font Art tool allows you to select a 
stitched shape and fill it with randomly placed words.  Join us for this class on how to 
use the new Font Art tool and you will be well on your way to having fun with a whole 
new way to create embroidered text. 
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Updating FontWorks 
The free update available on the Designerôs Gallery website adds the new Font Art 
feature to your FontWorks program. 

1. If you have not yet downloaded and installed the FontWorks update, go to 

https://designersgallerysoftware.com/ 

https://designersgallerysoftware.com/
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2. Type the word FontWorks in the Search box  in 

the upper right corner of the page. 

3. Touch Enter on your keyboard 

4. The Update is the first item shown on the FontWorks page. 

5. Left click Learn More and you will be linked to the page for downloading the 

update. 

6. Left click Download 

7. Go to your Downloads folder to find and install the update file. 

(FontWorksUpdateSetup3262) 

New Icon on the Ribbon 
1. After you have installed the free FontWorks update, you will find a new icon on 

the ribbon just to the right of Word Drops. 
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2. That new icon can be used to open the Font Art tool.  

3. The Font Art tool allows you to select a stitched shape and fill it with randomly 

placed words.   

4. It is a fun new way to work with text. 

Create Font Art 
Open the Font Art tool and create some text. 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. The column on the left has 102 Font Art shapes. 

¶ You will find a chart at the end of this handout that shows all of the shapes 

built into the Font Art tool. 

3. Scroll down to find the shape called Tree 3  

4. Left click on the Tree 3 shape and the selected shape appears in the large 

preview window at the center.  

 

5. In the upper left corner, you will find a window for Shape Type 
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¶ This allows you to select the stitch type for the 

outline of the shape. 

¶ Choose from a Run, Run Bean, or Satin Stitch 

¶ Note that you must select the shape first 

before you select the stitch type that will be 

used. 

6. Just below the Shape type, there are windows to 

enter the width and height for the design 

¶ The larger you make the design, the more words you will be able to fit into 

that shape. 

¶ If you uncheck the Maintain the Aspect Ratio box, the width and length 

can be changed independently. 

¶ If you leave a check mark in that box, then changing one measurement 

will automatically adjust the other  

¶ Note that the Font Art Shape must be selected before you set the size. 

¶ If you change your mind and select a different Font Art Shape, the size will 

revert to a default size 

7. The Words column on the right side of the center window is used to select a font 

and create a list of words that will be stitched inside the selected shape. 

8. Open the Font window  to select a font. 

¶ Some of the FontWorks fonts will not be available in the Font Art tool 

¶ If a font is not able to work properly when applied to the Font Art Shapes, 

then that font is simply not available to be selected. 

9. Select Block Slim 

10. Just below the Font window, the size of the font is displayed. 

¶ The font size can be changed in this window 

¶ A slightly smaller font will allow more words to fit into the Font Art shape 

¶ Change the font size to 15 
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11. Type words in the Enter new word here: 

 box and left click the + to add 

words to the list. 

¶ The words in the list will be put into the shape 

you have selected. 

¶ Type ñJoyò and left click the + 

¶ Type ñReindeerò and left click the + 

12. The list now has the words you typed and the words 

Art and Font which were already in the list when the 

Font Art tool was opened.  

If you left click Generate, the words in the list will be created as embroidered letters and 
they are arranged inside the Font Art 
shape. 

1. Left click Generate  

¶ The Generate button is 

in the grey area below 

the tree shape in the 

preview window 

2. And the tree shape is filled with 

words 

1. Left click to place a check mark 

in the 3D View  box at 

the upper right corner of the preview window. 

¶ And now you can see that the outline of the tree shape is a satin stitch and 

get a better look at how those embroidered words will really look. 



FontWorks - Creating Font Art 

 

 
6 

Improving the Look 
If the look that was generated is not quite what you hoped for, there are some tools that 
can be used to find a better result. 

1. When the Font Art tool is opened, there are two words already in the list 

¶ The words ñArtò and ñFontò are always in the list when you start. 

¶ Since I did not delete those words from the list, they appear in my tree. 

2. There are two icons with an X at the upper right corner of the list.  

¶ The plain X  on the left will remove just the 

selected word from the list 

¶ The smaller x on the right will remove all the words 

in the list 

3.  Left click the word ñArtò to select it and it will be highlighted in blue.  

4. Left click Remove Word  and only the selected word is removed from the list.  

5. Left click the word ñFontò and left click Remove Word  and only the words 

you typed remain. 

6. Add several more words to the list 

¶ Type ñChristmasò and left click the + 

¶ Type ñHollyò and left click the + 

¶ Type ñCandy Canesò and left click the + 

¶ Type ñStockingsò and left click the + 

7. Left click Generate  and your text will be placed into the tree shape in 

the preview window. 

 
 
There are two more things you can change to try and find a great look. 
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1. At the bottom of the far-right column, you have a choice of what angle you want 

to use for the text. 

2. The angle of the text can be set to any one of four directions. 

¶ If there is a checkmark in the Any Angle box, then the words will be placed 

at varied angles 

¶ Choose Horizontal  for words that run left to right 

¶ Choose Vertical  for words running top to bottom 

¶ Choose Angle for words running at a 45°angle  

¶ Or highlight any two of the three icons for a combination of words running 

in two different directions! 

3. Currently the angle control is set to use ñAny Angleò  

4. Left click to select the Angle icon on the right  

¶ The check mark is automatically removed from the Any Angle box 

5.  Left click Generate  again and the text will be changed again.  

 

6.  Now all the words are on a 45°angle 

7. Candy Cane was not used.   



FontWorks - Creating Font Art 

 

 
8 

¶ Sometimes if a word does not fit well with the shape and angle selected, 

the word is just not 

used. 

¶ Entering a word in the 

list more than once can 

increase the number of 

times that word appears 

when you generate 

again. 

¶ You might also want to 

change the Minimum 

scale to allow the letters 

to be smaller so your longer words are more likely to appear. 

8. You can continue to adjust settings and Generate as many times as desired to 

find a result you like. 

9. Change the angle by selecting both Horizontal and 45°angle  

¶ And now all the words have been used! 

You can also control how many colors are used, the maximum number of words used in 
the design and the minimum and maximum size used when creating the words. 

1. Maximum Paths controls the number of words that can be placed within the Font 

Art Shape. 

¶ This is currently set at 75.  

¶ That is more words than can be fitted into the tree, 

so the tool fitted as many as possible. 

¶ If you want more open space around the words, set 

this at a lower number to limit the words used 

2. The Maximum number of colors used in the design can also be changed 

¶ 10 colors have given this design a busy look 

3. Change the Max Colors to 5 

4. The Scale slides control the variation in size for the 

words. 

¶ If you want all the words the same size, then 

set both scales at 100% 

¶ If you want the sizes of the various words to 

vary, then set the scales at different 

percentages 
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¶ Mn Scale (minimum scale) controls the smallest size that will be used on 

the words 

¶ Max Scale (maximum scale) controls the largest size that will be used on 

the words, 

5. Left click Generate  

¶ Font Art designs tend to 

be patterns with a high 

stitch count, so be 

prepared for a design 

that will take some time 

to stitch out. 

¶ The stitch count and the 

number of text objects 

used is shown below the 

preview of the design. 

 

6. When you have a look that you want to save, left click OK  in the grey 

area below the preview window. 

7. And the Font Art tool closes and the design is placed on the FontWorks design 

page. 
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Editing on the Design Page 
LeWhen the text is placed on the Design Page, you will have your normal editing 
available if you want to make changes. 

1. Left click Draw 3D  on the ribbon. 

2. Take a look at the Sequence View at the 

right side of the page. 

¶ The elements of the design are 

grouped by color 

¶ The satin outline of the tree will be 

the first element stitched 

¶ The second color is the red text  

3. Left click to select the red text in the Design 

Sequence window 

¶ All of the red words are selected 

¶ Open the font list and change to the font called Bookworm 

¶ Change the Height to 15mm  

¶ Left click Apply  and all of the red words are changed to the 

new font. 
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All of the red text was changed because it was all selected, but you can also make 
changes to individual words. 

1. Left click on the plus sign to the left of the red text in the Sequence View 

¶ The list opens to show each of the red words so they can be selected 

individually. 

¶ Left click on a word in the Sequence View  and that word 

will be selected on the design page.   

¶ Left click and drag to re-position the text 

¶ Change the font size to 20mm and left click Apply  and only the 

selected text is resized. 

2. Left click to select the word Holly. 
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¶ Left click and drag the dot at the lower left corner of the selection box to 

rotate the text. 

3. If you want to remove a word, select that word in the Sequence View and touch 

Delete on your keyboard. 

4. Selecting the text in the Sequence View will allow you to change colors, change 

fonts, change the font size, rotate the text and reposition words. 

5. How much time you spend fine tuning your Font Art is up to you and you will 

have all of your editing tools available! 

Design with No Frame 
The Font Art tool always uses a frame, but there is nothing to keep you from deleting an 
unwanted frame once your Font Art is placed on the design page. 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. Select the shape called Rectangle Rounded  

3. Leave the Shape Type window set on Run  

¶ It is going to be deleted anyway! 

4. Set the size 

¶ Remove the check mark from the Maintain aspect ratio box 

¶ Set the Width at 190mm 

¶ Set the Height at 350mm  

¶ This will create a design that will fit in the 

360mm x 200mm hoop  

5. Left click Remove All Words  and left click Yes to confirm that you do want 

all words removed. 

6. Open the font window and select the font called Altamonte  

7. Use the Enter New Word Here box  to add words to the list 

¶ Princesses 

¶ Are kind 

¶ Dance 
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¶ Sing 

¶ Smile 

¶ Wear tiaras 

¶ Love animals 

8. Set the Maximum Paths at 40  

9. Set the Minimum Scale at 60% and the Maximum 

Scale at 200% 

10. Set the Angle to Horizontal  

11. Left click Generate  

12. Left click OK  to save the pattern to the 

design page 

13. Select the frame stitching (it is the first color in the 

Sequence View) and touch Delete on your 

keyboard. 

14.  And you have a pattern of words without a frame.  

True Type Fonts 
You also have the option to use the True Type Fonts in your computer.  FontWorks will 
auto digitize the fonts used by your printer. 

2. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

3. Select the shape called Apple  

4. Open the Shape Type window and select Satin  

5. Set the size 

¶ Remove the check mark from the Maintain aspect ratio box 

¶ Set the Width at 190mm 

¶ Set the Height at 190mm 

o This will create a design that will fit in the 

200mm x 200mm frame 
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o If the size is set at the same size as the embroidery field, it will not 

fit into the hoop 

o If that happens to you, you could open the design in 

EmbroideryWorks Everyday and use the Fit Hoop function. 

o Or you could make the pattern slightly smaller at the machine. 

6. Left click Remove All Words  to delete the default words from the list 

7. Enter names of apple varieties in the list 

¶ Fuji 

¶ Pippin 

¶ Granny Smith 

¶ Honey Crisp 

¶ McIntosh 

8. Place a check mark in the TTF box 

¶ The font list changes to display the True 

Type fonts in your computer 

¶ As you rest the cursor on a font name, an image is displayed to show the 

style of the lettering 

9. Select a font 

¶ The sample was created with a font called Brush Script MT 

10. Set Max Parts at 30  so no more that 30 text objects will be 

used in the design 

11.  Max Colors was set at 5 colors  

¶ Remember that the Max Colors affects only the words. 

¶ A sixth color may be used for the outline of the shape. 

12.  The Scale slides control the variation in size for the 

words. 

¶ If you want all the words the same size, then 

set both scales at 100% 

¶ If you want the sizes of the various words to 

vary, then set the scales at different 

percentages 

¶ Mn Scale (minimum scale) controls the smallest size that will be used on 

the words 
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¶ Max Scale (maximum scale) controls the largest size that will be used on 

the words, 

13. Select the angles that will be used. 

¶ The sample used Any Angle so words could be 

horizontal, vertical or at a 45°angle.  

14. Left click Generate  

¶ And a Font Art design is created 

15.  If you are not pleased with the design 

¶ You could just left click Generate  

and see if you get a better result 

¶ Or you could change one or more settings 

and then left click Generate 

o  You could change the Max Paths 

setting to allow more or fewer words 

within the shape 

o Or you could change the Scale slides to change the amount of size 

variation allowed. 

o Even changing the number of colors could give you a pattern that 

has a better look. 

16.  Left click OK  

Applique Bow with Polka Dots 
You can have some fun by pushing the Font Art functions to create applique and a 
period from your selected font can become polka dots. 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. Select the shape called Bow   

3. Leave the Shape Type window set on Run  

4. Leave the Width and Height set at the default size for an applique that can be 

stitched in the 130mm x 180mm hoop  
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5. Left click Remove All Words  so no text will be added to the frame. 

6. Left click Generate  

7. Left click OK  

8. A straight stitch outline of the bow is placed on the FontWorks design page 

¶ This is the placement stitch for the applique bow 

9. With the bow shape selected, right click and 

select Copy 

10. Right click and select Paste 

11. A second straight stitch outline of the bow is 

placed on top of the first outline. 

12. The new outline is visible in the Sequence View.  

13. Select the second bow in the Sequence View 

14. Choose a different color for the second bow. 

¶ Changing the color will force the machine 

to stop sewing so you can place applique 

fabric in the hoop before the second outline is stitched 

Now it is time to go back to the Font Art tool and create the satin stitched bow and polka 
dots. 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. Select the shape called Bow   

3. Set the Shape Type window on Satin  

4. Leave the Width and Height set at the default size for an applique that can be 

stitched in a 5ò x 7ò hoop  

 

5. Select the font called Candid 
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6. Set the font size at 50mm  

7. Left click Remove All Words  and left click Yes to confirm that you do want 

to remove all words from the list. 

8. Type a period in the Enter new word here: box  and left 

click the plus 

9. Change the maximum colors to 1 so all the polka dots will be the same color. 

 
10. Change both the minimum and maximum scale to 

100% so all the polka dots will be the same size.  

11. Left click Generate  

12. Left click OK to save the bow to the design page 

Just a little bit of editing and your applique bow will be ready to sew! 
1. Select the Satin outline and select the color you desire from the colors displayed 

below the ribbon 

2. Select the polka dots in the Sequence View and select the color you desire from 

the colors displayed below the ribbon 

3. Arrange the polka dots for a pleasing look 

¶ You can select a dot and click and drag 

to move it 

¶ If the dots are too crowded you can 

select a dot and touch delete on your 

keyboard 

¶ If you need additional dots: 

o Select a dot 

o Right click and select Copy 

o Right click and select Paste 

 
 

Sewing Your Applique 
It is easy to sew an applique pattern in the hoop. 
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1. Hoop your background fabric and stabilizer. 

2. Sew the first run stitch outline 

¶ Although the run stitches are different colors than the satin outline, it is ok 

to use the same color for all three outlines 

¶ The color change is used to make the machine stop. 

3. Place the applique fabric over the outline of the bow 

¶ Make sure the outline is completely covered by the applique fabric. 

¶ If desired a little bit of spray adhesive can be used to secure the applique 

fabric so it does not shift during stitching 

4. Sew the second run stitch outline to secure the applique fabric to the background 

fabric. 

5. Remove the embroidery hoop from the machine 

6. DO NOT take the fabric out of the hoop 

7. Trim the applique fabric close to the outer edge of the run stitch 

¶ Either use duck-bill applique scissors, or hold your scissors flat against the 

fabric to avoid cutting the background fabric. 

8. Place the hoop back on the machine and sew the satin outline and the polka 

dots. 

Framed Monogram 
The frames available in the Font Art tool can be used to create a custom frame for a 
monogram. 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. Select the shape called Frame 3   

3. Set the Shape Type window on Satin  

4. Leave the Width and Height set at the default size  

5. Left click Remove All Words  so just the frame can be saved 

6. Left click Generate  

7. Left click OK  to save the frame to the design page 
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Adding a Bean Stitch to sew on top of the satin stitch will add another layer of texture for 
a more interesting frame. 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. Select the shape called Frame 3   

3. Set the Shape Type window on Run Bean  

4. Leave the Width and Height set at the default size  

5. Left click Remove All Words  so just the frame can be saved 

6. Left click Generate  

7. Left click OK  to save the frame to the design page 

It is easy to add a second slightly smaller frame. 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. Select the shape called Frame 3   

3. Set the Shape Type window on Satin  

4. Change the Width to 100mm and the Height is 

automatically adjusted because there is a check 

mark in the Maintain aspect ration box. 

5. Left click Remove All Words  so just the frame 

can be saved 

6. Left click Generate  

7. Left click OK  to save the frame to the design page 

Add the Run Bean stitch detail to the smaller frame. 



FontWorks - Creating Font Art 

 

 
20 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. Select the shape called Frame 3   

3. Set the Shape Type window on Run Bean  

4. Change the Width to 100mm and the Height is 

automatically adjusted because there is a check 

mark in the Maintain aspect ration box. 

5. Left click Remove All Words  so just the frame 

can be saved 

6. Left click Generate  

7. Left click OK  to save the frame to the design page 

Add a monogram to the frame to complete the framed monogram. 

1. Left click Monogram Text in the ribbon  

2. Left click on the design page and a monogram with the letters ABC is placed on 

the design page 

3. Open the Font list in the Properties box at the right side of the page to select the 

monogram font. 

¶ The sample was created with the 

Adalynn font  

4. Type the letters for the monogram in the 

Letters box  

5. Change the Height to 40mm 

 

6. Left click Apply  

7. Click and drag to position the monogram 

in the center of the frame. 
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Add Frame Embellishments 
Frame shapes can also be used as embellishments to fill the interior of a frame design. 
Start by creating your frame, add some small frame designs and the add text to create a 
design for a garden welcome banner. 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. Select the shape called Pumpkin    

3. Set the Shape Type window on Satin  

4. Leave the Width and Height set at the default size  

5. Left click Remove All Words  so just the frame can be saved 

6. Left click Generate  

7. Left click OK  to save the frame to the design page 

8. Change the color to orange  

 
Now a bat. 

1. Left click the Font Art icon  and the Font Art tool opens. 

2. Select the shape called Bat    

3. Set the Shape Type window on Run  

4. Set the width at 40mm and the height will be 

automatically adjusted because there is a check 

mark in the Maintain aspect ratio box 

5. Left click Remove All Words  so just the frame 

can be saved 

6. Left click Generate  
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7. Left click OK  to save the frame to the design page 

8. Change the color of the bat to black. 

The fastest way to add more bats is with copy and paste. 
1. Left click to select the bat 

2. Right click and select Copy 

3. Right click and select Paste 

4. Click and drag to move the new bat off the original bat and position it in the 

pumpkin 

5. The blue dots at the corners of the selection box around the bat can be used to 

rotate the bat 

6. Repeat steps 3 and 4 to paste additional bats as desired. 

Add Welcome to the design and it is ready to embroider. 

1. Left click Text  in the ribbon 

2. Left click on the design page and a My Text is created 

3. Open the font window in the Properties box to select a font 

¶ The sample used Holbrook  

4. Highlight MY TEXT in the Properties box and type Welcome in its place 

5. Set the height at 30mm 

 

6. Left click Apply  

7. Click and drag to position the 

text  

8. Change the color to green 
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102 Font Art Shapes 
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FontWorks Embroidery Fonts 
 

FONT NAME FONT MAP 

2 COLOR RECREATION  

 
 

2 COLOR UNIVERITY  

 
 

3D BLOCK  
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Abby  

 
 

Adalynn  

 
 

Almonte  
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Angelica  

 
 

Arial Bold 5mm  

 
 

Arrobatherapy  

 
 

Art Deco  

 



FontWorks - Creating Font Art 

 

 
29 

 

Artful  

 
 

Aunt Bertha  

 
 

Bean Stitch Applique  
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Block  

 
 

Block 2  

 
 

BLOCK 4 MM  
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Block Compact Slim 
 

 

 
 

Block Slim 
 

 

 
 

BLOCK BOLD 
 

 

 
 

Bookmark 
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Bookworm 
 

 

 
 

Bouh bouh 
 

 

 
 

Boxed In 
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Breeze Script 
 

 

 
 

Brownstone 
 

 

 
 

Bumble Bee 
 

 

 
 

Caesar Italic 
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Cajun Boogie 
 

 

 
 

Camp Granada NF 
 

 

 
 

Candid 
 

 

 
 

CAPITAL SCRIPT TWO COLOR 
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CAPITAL STENCIL 

 

 

 
 

Catz 
 

 

 
 

CHEERS 
 

 

 
 

Children 
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Chopin Script 
 

 

 
 

Christmas Card II 
 

 

 
 

Classic Car 

 

 

 
 

Classic Script 
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Classy 
 

 

 
 

Conservative 
 

 

 
 

Crafty 
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Creampuff 
 

 
 
 

Cyrillic 
 

 

 
 

Deborah 
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Denim 
 

 
 
 

Dottie 
 

 

 
 

Easy Street 
 

 

 
 

Eldorado 
 

 


