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Getting to Know Your Baby Lock 
Accolade 

If you have just purchased a Baby Lock Accolade or you are considering the 
purchase of an Accolade, this video will show you the capabilities of the 
Accolade.  You will learn what all the different knobs and levers do for you, and 
how to set yourself up for success with all of the different stitches. 
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Getting Started 
1. The Baby Lock Accolade is really like two machines in one. 

• You have all the overlock capabilities of a serger 

• You also have cover stitch and chain stitch in the same machine 
2. To make it easy to navigate all the capabilities of the Accolade, Baby Lock 

has done some thoughtful things to help you be successful with your 
Accolade. 

3. Everything is color coded 
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• Anything that is labeled in a gold color is something you would use 
when sewing a cover stitch or a chain stitch 

• Anything that is labeled in green is used for overlock stitching 

• Everything from the spool pins to the knobs and levers follows this 
color scheme 

4. The Quick Reference Threading Guide also has the same color coding 

• The title bars of the various pages of the Quick Reference guide 
are gold for chain and cover stitches and green for overlock stitches 

Parts of the Accolade 
1. The knob at the top of the left side of the Accolade is the Chain Needle 

Tension dial 

• The Quick Reference Threading Guide will give you suggested 
settings for that knob for each chain or cover stitch 

2. Below and slightly behind the Chain Needle Tension dial, you will find a 
thread cutter 

3. The Presser Foot Pressure adjustment dial is on the top of the 
Accolade at the left side of the machine 

• You will probably not need to adjust this very often, but it can be 
adjusted if needed 

At the center front of the Accolade you will find three more dials. 
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1. The upper knob is the 
Stitch Width dial  

• There is an arrow 
that changes 
from wide to 
narrow to indicate 
that the knob 
controls stitch 
width 

2. The flat knob is the 
Cutting Blade position 
control  

• Set the cutting blade up so the fabric is trimmed when sewing 
overlock stitches 

• Or turn the knob to the opposite side, so nothing is cut when 
sewing cover stitches 

• When the flat knob is turned to lock the cutting blade, the word 
“LOCK” is displayed. 

• When the knob is turned back to the plain side, and the handwheel 
is rotated toward the front of the machine, the cutting blade cycles 
back into cutting 

3. The large knob is the Stitch Length dial and this dial has a couple of 
functions 

• Set the dial in the Standard settings for overlock seams or edge 
finishes 

• Set the dial in the Rolled Hem settings when sewing a rolled hem 
 
If you open the doors on the front of the Accolade, you will find more information 
inside the machine. 

1. The Upper Looper Positioning 
Lever is used: 

• In the Down position to lock 
the upper looper down 
when sewing a cover stitch 

• In the Up position so the 
upper looper is able to 
move when sewing 
overlock stitches 

2. The Upper and Lower Looper 
Fine Tuning knob is just above the upper looper positioning lever 

• The tension settings on your Accolade are pre-set to make life easy 
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• But if you want to tweak the tension settings, this knob provides 
that ability 

3. The Threading Lever is labeled with a choice of Serging or Threading 

• To set up for threading your Accolade, move the lever to Threading 
and turn the handwheel toward the front of the machine until you 
hear a click 

• The click tells you that you are ready to use the ExtraordinAir 
threading system 

4. The Stitch Selector Lever at the right side of the machine is labeled with 
the letters A through D. 

• This lever is used to let the 
machine know which overlock 
stitch you want to sew 

• The letters are green because they 
are used for overlock stitches 

• The Quick Reference Threading 
Guide will always tell you which 
letter should be selected for the 
desired stitch 

5. The Chain and Cover Looper Tension 
dial is just above the stitch selector. 
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• This dial has gold markings because it is 
used for chain and cover stitches 

6. The Wave/Overlock selector is on the upper 
right corner of the machine 

• The lever is moved up to Wave when 
stitching a wave stitch 

• The rest of the time, the selector should 
remain set on Overlock 

Close the front doors on the serger 
1. If the doors will not close, you will find that the lever is set to Threading 

• This is a built-in safety feature that reminds you to set the lever 
back to Sewing 

• Move the lever to Sewing and the door closes easily 
2. The Differential Feed is set with a lever on the 

right side of the machine 

• The numerical settings are displayed on the 
front of the door 

• The Differential feed allows you to have 
perfect seams on any fabric and it also has 
some fun create uses 

• For most regular sewing the Differential 
Feed will be set on N for Normal 

3. The Needle Drop Drawer is at the bottom of the 
serger at the center front 

• If you drop a needle down into your 
Accolade when you are changing needles, it will drop onto the 
drawer and be easy to retrieve. 

4. Built-in Accessory Storage is under the spool pins at the right side of the 
Accolade.  

• Simply swing the spool pins to the right to open the storage 
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• You will find a pouch with some of the 
tools you will use most frequently 
including screwdriver, tweezers and 
needles. 

• The Accessory Storage should always 
be closed when you are sewing so the 
thread on those spool pins will be in the 
correct position. 

 
 

Set up for a 4-Thread Overlock Stitch 
1. The Quick Reference Threading Guide shows exactly how to set up for 

the selected stitch 
2. Refer to the set up on the Quick Reference Threading Guide for a 4-

Thread Overlock 

3. Begin by placing needles in the Overlock 1 and Overlock 2 positions 

. 

• The three needles that are on the left and in front are labeled with 
the letter C and are used for cover and chain stitches 

• The two needles that are on the right and set back are labeled with 
the letter O and are used for overlock stitches 
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4. The cleaning brush included with the Accolade 
also has a hole in the end opposite the brush 
which can be used to help insert the needle 
into the machine. 

• Loosen the screw with the Allen wrench 
from your accessory pack 

• Place the needle in the machine with 
the flat side to the back 

• Tighten the screw 
5. There is an inspection window at the top of 

each needle, and if the needle has been 
inserted correctly, you will be able to see the 
top of the needle in the window.  

 
NOTE: Each needle sits in the machine at a different height and even if you had 
all five needles in the machine, the tips of the needles will all be at different 
heights.  
 

6. The Quick Reference Threading Guide shows 
that the Stitch Length should be set between 

2.5mm and 3.5mm  

• There is a size range indicated because 
the best setting in that range will depend 
on the weight and type of fabric being 
stitched 

• Align the desired setting on the Stitch 
Length dial with the arrow molded into the 
machine at the top of the dial 

7. Use the settings on the Standard side of the dial 

8. Set the Stitch Width between 6.5mm and 7.5mm  as shown on the 
Quick Reference Guide 

• You will find a molded arrow for the 
Stitch Width dial at the front edge of 
the dial 

• Align the desired setting with the 
arrow 

9. There are two sets of numbers on the Stitch 
Width dial 

• The stitch width is the distance 
between your needle and the cutting 
blade 
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• The larger number is the distance from the left needle to the blade 

• The smaller number is the distance from the right needle to the 
blade 

o If you are using just the right needle, you will have a 
narrower seam  

10. Set the Stitch Selector to the letter A as 

shown on the Quick Reference Guide  
 

11. Set the Wave/Overlock Selector to 

Overlock  

• The Wave /Overlock selector is on 
the top right corner of the serger  

• The only time this lever will be moved to Wave is when a decorative 
wave stitch is set up 

12. Set the Upper Looper Positioning Lever to UP  

• When the lever is set to UP the upper looper moves to help form 
your stitches 

• The lever is only set to DOWN when sewing chain or cover stitches  
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o When the lever is set to DOWN, the upper looper is locked in 
the down position and it does not interfere with the flat table 
used for those stitches 

• NOTE that if you are using a stich like a 5-thread seam which 
involves both a chain stitch and a three-thread overlock stitch, the 
lever will be set to UP 

• You can rely on your Quick Reference 
Threading Guide to guide you to the 
correct setting 

13. Set the Cutting Blade to UP  

• The dial used to set the cutting blade in 
between and just in front of the Stitch 
Length and Stich Width dials 

• If that flat dial displays a blank surface, 
the cutting blade is set to up and you will 
see that the cutting blade sticks up above the edge of the needle 
plate 

• If the flat dial displays the word LOCK, the cutting blade is locked 
down and will not move when the handwheel is turned 

• If the blade has just been changed back to the up position and 
appears to still be in the locked down position, simply turn the 
handwheel toward the front of the machine to cycle the cutting 
blade back up 

The smaller door on the front of the Accolade is the knife cover 
1. The Knife Cover should be on the machine for 

this stitch  

• When the knife cover is closed, the fabric 
trimmed by the cutting blades is guided to 
the front of the machine and does not get 
caught in the moving parts inside your 
serger 

• There is a flat table that can be attached 
in place of the Knife Cover and that flat 
table is used for sewing cover and chain stitches 

2. The Subsidiary Looper should be disengaged  

• The Subsidiary Looper is attached to the upper looper 
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• The Subsidiary Looper 
should be pointing to the 
right for this stitch just as it is 
shown in the illustration on 
the Quick Reference 
Threading Guide 

• The Subsidiary Looper is 
used for two thread stitches 
and is swung to the left so 
the hook sets into the eye of 
the upper looper for those 
two thread stitches 

 
Some settings will not apply when setting up an overlock stitch. 

1. For instance, both the Chain Needle Tension and Chain Looper Tension 

settings have a dash instead of a setting  

• It does not matter what setting is selected on those dials because 
those tensions are used only when sewing a cover or chain stitch. 

Threading for a 4-Thread Overlock Stitch 
1. Move the Threading Lever to the 

Threading Position 
2. Turn the handwheel toward the 

front of the machine until you hear 
the snap of the threading tubes 
closing 

3. Lift the presser foot 

• Lifting the foot ensures that 
the threading paths are open 
and ready to receive the 
thread 

 
Sara started threading with the loopers but one of the best things about your 
Baby Lock serger is that it can be threaded in any order. 

1. The 4-thread overlock stitch needs thread in the upper looper, lower 
looper, and both overlock needles 

2. The spool pins for those threads are all labeled in green to help you place 
the thread in the correct place. 

3. The cone holders on the spool pins are designed to keep cone thread 
spools sitting straight so the thread unwinds smoothly 
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• If some of your cone holders are missing, look inside any cones of 
thread you have used recently 

• The cone holders can be removed if you are using standard thread 
spools or mini-king spools 

•  
To thread the lower looper: 

4. Place thread on the spool pin labeled for the lower looper 
5. Take the thread up and over the telescopic thread tree  

6. The thread then passes down the thread channel at the right of the 
machine 

7. The thread snaps into the guide 
at the back of the channel 

8. Follow the channel down and 
tuck the thread behind the guide 
at the bottom of the channel 

9. The thread then goes to the 
Threading Ports 

• There are three threading 
ports, and each is labeled with a letter 

o The port on the left is labeled U for upper looper 
o The center port is labeled L for lower looper 
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o The port on the right is labeled C for chain looper 
10. Pull down a nice long thread tail and insert about an inch of thread into the 

lower looper threading port 

• It is a good idea to cut a new clean end on the thread before you 
insert the thread into the port 

11. Press the Push to Thread Loopers button and the end of the thread comes 
out the end of the lower looper  

 
To thread the upper looper: 

1. Place thread on the spool pin labeled for the upper looper 
2. Take the thread up and over the telescopic thread tree in the guide U for 

upper looper 

3. The thread then passes down the thread channel just to the left of the one 
used for the lower looper 

4. Follow the channel down and tuck the thread behind the guide at the 
bottom of the channel 

5. Pull down a nice long thread tail and insert about an inch of thread into the 
upper looper threading port 

6. Press the Push to Thread Loopers button and the end of the thread comes 
out the end of the upper looper  

• The thread shoots out across the top of the foot and it is ok to just 
leave it where it lands 

 
To thread overlock needle 2: 

1. Place thread on the spool pin labeled for needle O2 
2. Take the thread up and over the telescopic thread tree in the guide 

labeled 02 for overlock needle 2 
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3. The thread then passes down the third thread channel from the right  

 
4. At the front of the channel the thread goes under the silver guide and then 

goes to the left under a second silver thread guide  

5. The thread continues to the left and 
passes under a white thread guide at the 
bottom of the next channel 

6. The thread tthen follows the channel up 
and over the rectangular piece on the front 
of the machine 

7. There is a thread guide just above the 
needles 
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• The guide is open on the right, so guide the thread right to left to 
place it behind the guide 

8. And you are ready to thread the eye of the right needle 

9. It is important to have the presser foot up when you are placing the thread 
into the threading path, but it may be easier to thread the eye of the 
needle with the presser foot down. 

 
There are several ways that you can thread the eye of the needle. 

1. You can of course thread the needle while holding the thread in your 
fingers or your tweezers. 

2. But there is also a needle threading tool 

 incluced in the accessory pack 
included with the Accolade. 

3. There are triangles molded into the threader on 
two sides  

• It is important to have the triangles 
facing up and down and not side to side 

4. There are four prongs on the end of the needle 
threader 

• The thread must pass left to right between the prongs 
5. Place the needle threader against the front of the needle with the needle 

running up and down between the prongs 
6. Push GENTLY so you feel the threader touching the front of the needle 

• If you push hard, you will bend the pin that pushes the thread 
through the eye of the needle 

7. Slide the needle threader down the front of the needle intil the pin finds the 
eye of the needle 

8. Push and the pin passes through the eye of the needle pushing the thread 
through the eye  
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9. Pull the loop of thread at the back of the needle to pull the thread through 
the eye of the needle 

• Do not pull the thread of the front of the nedle or you wlll pull the 
thread back out of the eye 

• You can pull that loop with your fingers, with your tweezers, or even 
use the hook on the needle threader to pull the loop. 
 

Thread the left needle: 
1. Raise the presser foot back up 
2. Place a spool of thread on the Overlock Needle 1 spool pin 
3. Take the thread up and over the telescopic thread tree in the guide 

labeled 01 for overlock needle 1 
4. The thread then passes down the left thread channel  
5. At the front of the channel the thread goes under the silver guide  

• This thread passes under just one silver thread guide 
6. The thread continues to the left and passes under a white thread guide at 

the bottom of the next channel 
7. The thread tthen follows the channel up and over the rectangular piece on 

the front of the machine 

8. The thread passes behind the same thread guide just above the needles 
that was used previously 

9. And you are ready to thread the eye of the left needle 
10. Thread the eye of the needle in the same way used to thread the eye of 

the right needle 

Sew a 4-Thread Overlock Stitch 
1. Place the fabric under the presser foot and make sure the foot has been 

lowered 
2. Align the fabric so the cutting blades trim a little fabric as you sew 
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• Trimming a little fabric allows the machine to have the perfect 
amount of fabric encased in the seam 

3. And you have a perfect 4-thread seam 

• The upper looper lays loops on the top side of the fabric 

• The lower looper forms the loops on the back side of the seam 

• The left needle thread is at the left edge of the loops and the right 
needle thread sews down the center of the loops 

4. The picture above shows a stitch that would be perfect for a seam or for 
an edge finish to prevent raveling 

5. If you wanted more coverage to create a decorative edge finish, you could 
use a shorter stitch length 

6. Turn the Stitch Length dial to 2.0 and 
sew 

7. The looper threads are closer together  
8. It is a good idea at the start of a project 

to do a little test sewing with the thread 
you will be using and a scrap of the 
fabric for your project 

• It is easy to adjust the stitch 
settings to get the perfect look 
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Gather with a 4-Thread Overlock Stitch 
1. Set the Differential Feed at 2 

2. Change the Stitch Length dial to 4 
3. Guide the fabric at the front without pushing or pulling 
4. Simply place the fabric at the front edge of the foot and the extra long feed 

dogs on the Accolade will pull the fabric under the foot 
5. Place a finger at the back of the foot and allow the gathers to stack up 

against that finger  

6. And you will have a beautiful even gather 

 
If you want to adjust the gathers: 
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1. Look at the thread tail and you will see that you have two straight threads 
and two looper threads that curve 

2. The straight threads are the needle threads 
3. Pull the needle threads out of the loops on the thread chain (You may 

want to use the tweezers for this) 
4. You will then be able to pull on the needle threads and ease the fabric to 

adjust the fullness of the gathers 
 

Change to a 3-Thread Overlock Narrow 
1. Remove the thread from the left needle 

• Cut the thread at the spool and remove the thread from the thread 
path by lifting the foot and pulling the thread out of the machine 

• Remove the spool from the serger  
o It is never a good idea to 

leave an unused spool of 
thread on the machine 
because the vibration of the 
serger may unwind that 
thread so it can tangle with 
the other threads 

2. Remove the left needle 

• Use the Allen wrench with the red 
handle to loosen the top screw 
and remove the needle 

 
When you change to a different stitch it is always a good idea to check the 
settings on the Quick Reference Threading Guide 
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1. If you check the Quick Reference Guide, you will find that there are just 
two changes to the set up when switching from a 4-Thread Overlock to the 
3-Thread Narrow Overlock. 

2. We have already removed the left needle so only the O2 right needle is in 

the serger  

3. The other change is moving the Stitch Selector to B  
 
Because we were gathering, there are also changes needed to return to settings 
that will give a nice flat seam 

1. Change the Differential feed back to N for Normal 
2. Change the Stitch Length Dial to 2.5 

 
The picture below shows the 4-Thread on the left and the 3-Thread on the right. 

1. Removing the left needle created a seam that is narrower than the 4-
Thread 

2. The 3-Thread seam also has only one needle thread and does not have 
the second needle thread in the center of the seam 

3. It is also possible to sew a 3-Thread Wide Overlock by using the O1 left 
needle instead of the O2 right needle  

• The Wide seam would be the same size as the 4-Thread but would 
not have the second needle thread in the 
center of the seam 

3-Thread Overlock -Narrow Hem 

1. Change the Stitch Selector to C   
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2. Change the Stitch Length dial to 1.5 on the Roll Hem side of the dial 

• There is a black line around the numbers on the Roll side of the 
dial, so it is easy to tell which side of the dial is selected 

3. You are set up for a 3-Thread Overlock Narrow Hem  
4. This is the perfect stitch for a narrow soft hem on a lightweight fabric 
5. If you look at the back of the stitch, you will find that the machine has 

rolled the edge of the fabric to the wrong side and encased the edge with 
thread 
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3-Thread Overlock – Rolled Edge 
1. There is only one difference between the Narrow Hem and the Rolled 

Edge 

2. Change the Stitch Selector to D 
3. The rolled hem folds the edge of the fabric under and rolls the upper 

looper thread around to the wrong side to create a dimensional rolled 
edge 

4. If you want the even more coverage on the edge of the fabric, simply 
shorten the stitch length 
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5. The hem on the right was stitched with a shorter stitch length 

Wave Stitch 
The Wave stitch is a variation of the overlock stitch and creates a beautiful 
decorative edge finish. 
The threading for the Wave stitch is different, so you may want to have the Quick 
Reference Threading Chart handy while you are setting up for the decorative 
wave stitch.  

1. We will be using the right needle, so there is no change on that. 
2. Move the stitch length back into the standard section where the numbers 

do not have a black line around them 
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• The exact stitch length will be selected when we test sew, so just 
turn the Stitch Length dial to about 2 on the standard side of the 
dial 

3. Set the Stitch Width at 5 

• Remember that we are using the 
right needle, so the smaller width 
numbers are the settings that apply 

4. Set the Stitch Selector on B 
5. Move the Wave Selector to WAVE 

 
Threading for the Wave 

1. The threading for the Wave stitch is different than the threading paths 
used for standard overlock stitches. 

2. This is also a great opportunity to play 
with decorative threads 

• The Wave stitch alternates 
showing the upper and lower 
looper threads, so it looks best 
if you use contrasting colors in 
the loopers 

• The stitch will also look best if 
the threads are the same 
weight 

• Sara likes heavier threads in the Wave, so she is using 12wt thread 
3. You can use standard serger thread in the needle and decorative thread in 

the loopers 
4. Remove all threads from the serger 

• Cut the threads at the top of each spool 

• You can then lift the presser foot and pull the threads out of the 
serger 

• Or you can leave the foot down and serge until you run the thread 
out of the machine 

To thread the needle: 
1. Lift the presser foot 
2. Move the needle thread to the channel on the left that is normally used for 

the O1 left needle and follow the path in the normal manner 
 
To thread the lower looper: 

1. Sara removed the cone holder from the spool pin and placed her 
decorative thread on the spool pin 

2. The thread goes through the telescope thread guide in the L (Lower 
Looper) guide just as it normally does 
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3. THE THREAD THEN PASSES ALONG THE THREAD TREE AND IS 
ALSO INSERTED INTO THE C GUIDE NORMALLY USED FOR THE 
CHAIN LOOPER THREAD 

Setting up decorative threads on the spool pins 
1. If you find that the thread begins to spill off the bottom of the spool on your 

decorative thread, you will need to use a thread net 

• You will find the thread nets in the larger accessory bag that came 
with your Accolade 

2. You will also find your thread caps in the large accessory bag 

• You will have 8 spool caps with foam 

• And another 8 spool caps without foam 

• The foam and non-foam caps work as 
a pair 

3. Place a foam cap against the bottom of the 
thread spool with the foam against the spool 

4. Place the thread cap with no foam on top of 
the spool with the prongs inserted into the 
hole on the spool 

5. Place a thread net over the spool and set the 
spool, caps and thread net on the spool pin 
with the thread feeding out the top 

6. You will then be able to feed the thread 
through the guides on the thread telescope without having the thread 
spilling off the bottom of the spool 

 
The only change on the lower looper threading is using two thread guides on the 
thread tree. 
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1. Place the thread in the right channel just as you did when threading for a 
4-thread overlock stitch 

2. Move the lever to Threading mode and turn the handwheel toward the 
front of the machine until you hear the threading tubes click as they are 
closed 

3. Place the cut end of the 12wt thread in the lower looper threading port, 
pull down extra thread and press the Push to Thread Loopers button 

 
To thread the upper looper: 

1. Set up the thread spool on the upper looper spool pin with thread caps 
and a thread net in the same manner used for the lower looper thread 

2. Place the thread in the U guide on the thread tree in the normal manner 

3. PLACE THE THREAD IN THE CHANNEL NORMALLY USED FOR THE 
O2 RIGHT NEEDLE 

4. Place the cut end of the 12 wt thread in the upper looper threading port, 
pull down extra thread and press the Push to Thread Loopers button 

 
After sewing her first wave stitch, Sara selected a shorter stitch length to create a 
shorter repeat of the waves of grey and white thread. 

1. Set the Stitch Length dial at 1 on the standard side of the dial 
2. Sew the wave stitch 
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3. The stitch on the left with a stitch length of 2 has a longer repeat between 
color changes and the stitches are not as close together 

4. The stitch on the right has a shorter repeat between color changes and 
the stitches are closer together 

Set-up for a Flatlock Stitch 
This is another stitch that uses a slightly different threading path and it also uses 
a extra accessory. 

1. Remove all the thread from the Accolade 
2. The flatlock is stitched with just two threads, place in the lower looper and 

one of the overlock needles 

• In the video, Sara used the lower looper and the O2 right needle 

3. Insert one needle in the O2 right needle position  

4. Move the Wave Selector to Overlock  
5. Leave the Stitch Selector set on B 

 
6. Change the Stitch Length to 3.5 

 

7. Change the Stitch Width to 3.5  
8. Engage the Subsidiary Looper 
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• Pull the Subsidiary Looper slightly to the right 

• Swing it to the left 

• And the hook on the end of it will snap into the back side of the eye 
of the looper 

9. NOTE: The upper looper should NOT be locked down when sewing a two-
thread stitch 

• Although there is no thread in the upper looper, it is helping to 
position the lower looper thread on the fabric 

Threading for a 2-Thread Flatlock 
1. Move the lever to THREADING and turn the handwheel toward the front of 

the machine until you hear the snap of the threading tubes closing 
2. Thread the Lower Looper in the normal manner 

 
The threading for the needle is different. 

1. The thread goes first through the guide on the thread tree 
2. THE NEEDLE THREAD THEN GOES INTO THE THREAD CHANNEL 

NORMALLY USED FOR THE UPPER LOOPER 
3. At the bottom of the channel guide the thread to the left and follow the 

normal threading path to the 
needle 

 
To sew a flatlock: 

1. Sara folded the fabric right 
sides together and sewed 
the flat lock along the fold 

2. The fold of the fabric was 
guided to the left of the 
cutting blades so it would not 
be trimmed 

3. The loops will hang slightly 
off the edge of the fold as 
you can see behind the foot 
in the image at the right 

4. When the seam is finished, 
open the folded fabric and 
pull gently to flatten the stitch 
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5. There are straight ladder stitches on the right side of the fabric, and loops 
on the wrong side of the fabric 

Set-up for a Triple Cover Stitch 
1. Cover stitches are sewn with the three needles to the left and in front of 

the overlock needles 
2. Cover stitches work with the chain looper 
3. Everything on the machine that is associated with cover stitches is labeled 

in a gold color 
 
A good place to start is with your Quick Reference Threading Guide 

1. Remove the overlock needles from the machine 

2. Insert all three chain needles  
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• Note that these needles are C1, C2, and C3 and are numbered 
from left to right 

3. Check the inspection windows above 
each needle to confirm that the needle 
is inserted all the way to the top  

• If you cannot see the top of the 
needle in the window, loosen 
the screw slightly and push the 
needle up  

4. The points of the needles will each be 
at a different height and will NOT be 
even as you can see in the image at 
the right. 

5. The Quick Reference Guide shows 
that the stitch length should be set 

between 2.5 and 4.0  

• The stitch length varies with different threads, fabrics and projects 

• A little test sewing will help you find a stitch length that works with 
your  

• Sara set hers at 2.5 

6. The Width shows a dash  on the Quick Reference because the width 
dial setting is not used for cover stitch 

• The width of the cover stitch is controlled by which of the three 
cover stitch needles are being used 

• The Triple Cover stitch uses all three needles and will sew the 
widest possible cover stitch 

• For a narrow cover stitch you could use either the C1 and C2 

needles  or the C2 and C3 needles  

7. The Stitch Selector and Wave Selector  both have dashes on 
the Quick Reference because those settings are used for overlock stitches 
and do not apply to cover stitches 

8. The Chain Needle Tension  should be set between 4 and 6 
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• The Chain Needle tension is on the left side of the machine 
9. The Chain Looper Tension should be set 

on Cover  
 
Open the front doors of the serger for the next 
few settings. 

1. The Upper Looper Selector should be set 

to Down  

• Turn the handwheel to the front of 
the machine until the lower looper 
is at its lowest point 

• Turn the Upper Looper Selector dial to Down 

• You can do the previous two steps in the other order, but it is easier 
to turn the knob if you lower the upper looper first 

2. Turn the flat Cutting Blade  to the Locked position 

• Turn the handwheel toward the front of the machine until the cutting 
blade is at its lowest point 

• Turn the flat cutting blade dial over so the side that says LOCK is 
facing up. 

3. The Knife Cover  should be removed and the Sewing Table

 should be inserted in its place. 
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• Open the knife cover and swing is just halfway down 

• Pull straight out and it will slide 
out of the brackets that hold in 
in place 

• Hold the flat Sewing Table with 
the silver post facing toward the 
machine 

• Slide the table into the same 
brackets that held the knife 
cover 

4. When the door is closed, the Sewing 
Table provides a flat surface for 
sewing cover or chain stitches 

5. The screw holes in the table can be used for guides and attachments used 
the chain and cover stitches 

6. If the Sewing Table does not close securely, you can adjust the Stitch 
Width dial to the lowest setting to move the cutting knife, so the table sits 
snug against the bed of the machine 

Threading for a Triple Cover Hem 
Just as with the overlock stitches, you can thread in any order when threading for 
cover or chain stitches  

1. Open both doors on the front of the 
machine 

2. Move the lever to THREADING and 
turn the handwheel toward the front of 
the machine until you hear the 
threading tubes snap as they close 

3. Place a spool of thread on the Chain 
Looper spool pin 

4. The thread then goes straight up and 
passes over the guide on the thread 
telescope 
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5. Insert the thread through the hole at the top of the thread guide on the 
right side of the machine 

6. The thread passes through the hole from right to left, so the end of the 
thread goes toward the machine as shown in the picture below 

7. Take the thread straight down between the silver guide and the machine 
and pass under the base of the guide 

• You should not see the thread wrapping around the silver guide 
8. The thread then goes up and over the top of the chain looper tension dial 

• The thread will slide slightly to the left on the top of the dial to settle 
into the tension disks behind the 
dial 

• Hold the thread above and 
below the dial and gently floss to 
ensure that the thread is seated 
between the tension disks 

9. Tuck the thread into the thread guide 
on the front of the machine 

10. The thread will then be inserted into the 
threading port with the gold colored 
letter C  

• Pull a nice long thread tail down through the machine 

• Insert a clean-cut thread end into the port 

• Press the PUSH TO 
THREAD button 

• And the thread 
disappears 

11. Open the door on the left 
side of the machine and 
you will find the thread 
coiled in the tray  

• Leaving the door 
closed when you 
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are threading will ensure that the thread stays in the tray 

• You can then open the door to check that the thread landed in the 
tray, but leave the thread in the tray 

12. If you do not see thread in the tray, you may not have pulled down a long 
enough tail 

• Simply pull down more thread between the thread guide and the 
letter C port and press the PUSH TO THREAD button again 

13. Sara then moved the lever back to SERGING and closed the front door 

• Note that the front door will not close when the lever is set to 
THREADING 

• If you do not turn the handwheel, the needles will be in the perfect 
position for threading the eyes  

 
To thread Chain Needle 1 on the left: 

1. Although you can thread the needles in any order, you may find that it is 
easier to begin with the C1 needle on the left and thread in order working 
from left to right 

2. Place the thread for the C1 needle on the spool pin labeled for that needle 
and take the thread through the guide directly above the spool on the 
telescoping thread tree 

 
There are three thread channels for the chain 
needle threads on the machine 

1. The thread for needle C1 goes in the 
path on the left 

2. Place the thread in the channel and the 
swing the thread at the back of the 
channel to the left to hook it under the 
thread guide at the back of the channel 

3. Floss the thread into the threading path 
to ensure that the thread is seated in the tension disks 

4. There are two silver guides on the front of the machine 

• Guide the thread under the guide at the left 
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• Then take it up between the two guides so it can go over the top of 
the guide on the right 

• The thread the goes down behind the guide on the right 
5. There is a thread guide above the needle with three prongs 

• The prongs provide separation between the three chain needle 
threads 

6. Slide the thread behind the flat guide from right to left and place it in the 
slot on the left side of the guide 

7. Place the thread behind the flat metal guide at the top of the needles and 
you are ready to thread the eye of the C1 needle on the left 

8. The left needle hangs at the lowest level of the three needles, so you will 
need to lower the foot to thread the eye of that needle 

• Just remember to raise the foot again before you thread the next 
needle 

 
Thread Chain Needle 2 in the center 

1. If you have not already done so, raise the presser foot 
2. Place a cone of thread on the spool pin labeled for needle C2 and take the 

thread through the guide on the telescopic thread tree 
3. Place the thread in the center channel and swing the thread at the back to 

the left to place it under the thread guide at the back of the channel 
4. The thread then follows the exact same path over and under the two 

thread guides on the front of the machine that was used for the previous 
needle thread 

5. Place the thread in the center channel formed by the prongs on the thread 
guide and behind the last thread guide at the top of the needles 

6. Thread the eye of needle C2 in the center 
7. Note that Sara simply laid the thread tail over the top of the foot to the left 

 
Thread Chain Needle 3 at the right 
Sara noted that she threads each of the three threads separately from spool to 
needle to ensure that each thread is in the correct position and will sew perfectly. 

1. If you have not already done so, raise the presser foot 
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2. Place a cone of thread on the spool pin labeled for needle C3 and take the 
thread through the guide on the telescopic thread tree 

3. Place the thread in the channel on the right and swing the thread at the 
back to the right to place it under the thread guide at the back of the 
channel 

• The thread swings in the opposite direction as it is placed under the 
thread guide so it follows the most natural path and no threads are 
crossing 

4. The thread then follows the exact same path over and under the two 
thread guides on the front of the machine that was used for the previous 
needle threads 

5. Place the thread in the right channel formed by the prongs on the thread 
guide and behind the last thread guide at the top of the needles 

6. Thread the eye of needle C3 at the right 

Sewing a Triple Cover Stitch 
Note that when you first thread for a chain or cover stitch, you must have fabric 
under the needle for the very first stitch. Beginning with stitch number 2, you can 
chain on and off the fabric and sew “on air” with no problem on your Baby Lock 
Accolade. 

1. To bring the needle threads under the foot: 

• Raise the presser foot 

• Place a piece of fabric under the presser foot 

• Turn the handwheel toward the front of the machine to bring the 
needles down and back up 

• Pull the fabric toward the left and back of the foot and the thread 
tails will be pulled under the foot 

• The only rules are that it only works if the foot is up and you only 
cycle the needles down and back up one time 

2. You are then ready to place fabric under the needles, lower the presser 
foot and sew. 

3. On the right side of the fabric, you will have three parallel rows of straight 
stitches and on the wrong side you will have the loops weaving back and 
forth 
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4. If you use this stitch to top stitch a hem, the loops on the back will cover 
the raw edge of the fabric at the top of the hem and the straight stitches 
will show on the right side of the garment. 

Change to Cover Stitch Wide 
If you walk through the settings shown on the Quick Reference Guide it is easy to 
see what changes need to be made.  

1. Remove Needle C2 in the center 

• The Cover Stitch Wide is sewn with Needle C1 on the left and 

Needle C3 on the right  
2. Remove the thread for Needle C2 

• Never leave a thread in the machine that is not being used 

• A thread without a purpose will look for something to get tangled up 
with! 

3. That is the only change needed to go from a triple cover hem to a wide 
cover hem 

Sew a Hem with a Cover Hem Wide 
1. Fold the hem to the wrong side of the 

fabric 
2. The hem will be stitched from the right side 

of the fabric 
3. There are notches on the toe of the 

standard presser foot on the Accolade that 
are aligned with each of the five needles  
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• The three notches at the left are lined up with the three chain 
needles 

• The two notches at the right are lined up with the two overlock 
needles 

4. You will be able to feel the ridge at the top of the folded under hem 
allowance 

5. Guide the ridge so it is between the notch and the left and the center 
notch on the front of the foot 

• You can see Sara’s finger on the ridge in her fabric as she guides 
the fabric under the foot  

6. On the right side of the fabric there are two parallel rows of straight 
stitches  

7. On the wrong side, the raw edge of the hem is completely covered by the 
loops  
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Cover Stitch Narrow 
1. A cover stitch narrow is also sewn with two needles but instead of using 

the two outer needles you would use the center needle and either the left 
or right needle.  

Chain Stitch 
1. A Chain stitch is sewn with just one needle and can be sewn with Needle 

C1, C2, or C3 
2. The difference between a chain stitch and a cover stitch is that a chain 

stitch is sewn with just one needle and a cover stitch is sewn with 2 or 3 
needles. 
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3. Sara removed Chain Needle C1 on the left and used Chain Needle C3 on 
the right to sew her chain stitch  

4. Remove the thread for Needle C1 
5. Change the setting on the Chain Looper tension dial on the right side of 

the machine to the Chain setting 
6. When you sew a chain stitch, you will have a straight stitch on the right 

side of the fabric and the thicker look of the loops on the wrong side   


