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Leather Button Bag with Designer Joi® 
 

 
 

I love that there is a Baby Lock Machine for any sewing project. While you can 
modify the tools, notions, and settings on most machines, just know that you can 
utilize the unique features on individual machines. The Leather Button Bag features 
the Baby Lock Jane. This machine is an excellent complimentary machine and it 
works well right alongside any regular sewing machine. 
 
The Baby Lock Jane is meant to sew heavy duty fabrics. She features an extremely 
narrow foot, sews 1500 stitches per minute, and is a solid workhorse for any sewing 
studio.  Jane is ideal for 
multiple layers of denim, 
heavy wool and of course, 
leather. Due to her speed, 
however; she works on 
any fabric and is great for 
efficiency. 
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TOOLS AND SUPPLIES: 

 Ruler  

 Blade  

 Awl 

 Chalk 

 Pliers  

 Sharp Scissors   

 Rotary Cutter & Mat 

 Wonder clips 

 Pattern weights or equivalent 

 Pen and pencil  

 Leather Machine Needle 18  

 Fabric Glue Stick 

 Heavy Duty 28 Weight Polyester Thread for assembly in a matching or 

contrasting color (No cotton thread) 

 Any Baby Lock Machine with a Leather needle but featuring the Baby Lock 

Jane’s unique features in this lesson.  

 Vary Narrow Jane Foot 

 Chubby Leather Button Bag Pattern available at 

www.designerjoi.com in the Shop tab. Link directly to the 

pattern HERE! 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.designerjoi.com/
https://dressformsdesign.com/product/chubby-leather-button-bag/
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EMBROIDERY SUPPLIES: 
 Baby Lock Firm Tear-Away Stabilizer  

 Amazing Designs Stabilize It Permanent Topping Stabilizer Multi Pack 

 Temporary Spray Adhesive 

 Embroidery Thread for button holes and stitching 

 Embroidery Thread for button hole outline (contrast or matching) 

 Embroidery Machine and hoop.  Original design measures 4.86 x 4.86  

 Downloadable Button Bag Embroidery Design included with the 

downloadable Chubby Leather Button Bag pattern. Digitized by Patty 

Marty Baby Lock National Sales Training Specialist - Thanks Patty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BAG SUPPLIES: 

 (1) Snap closure(optional) 

 (2) Side snaps (optional) 

 ¾-1-yard Lining Fabric (optional) 

 10” regular zipper for lining  

 1 roll Shape-Flex Interfacing 3 yards x15” roll  

 Straps Pick One: 

o Purchased set of straps with hooks or tab to attach 

o Use scraps to make your own straps  

o Optional cording for bag handle 

 Wooden Mallet 

 Optional Leather Bag accessories like bottom stops, grommets, D-rings and 

decals. 
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LEATHER FABRIC:  
Medium weight leather or leather alternate such as pleather, vinyl, denim & fur 

o (2) 20x20” squares leather or (1) 25x31 rectangle/ partial hide  

o The pattern Pieces for the Button bag fit into the following sizes measured in 

inches.  

 14x15 bag front 

 14x15 bag back 

 (2) 12x15 bag sides 

 5x10 bag bottom   

 (4) 10”x1” strips handle 

o Note: Leather comes in precut 

shapes, but larger pieces come 

in hides or partial hides that 

are not uniform in shape. 

Leather is measured by the 

square foot so pay attention to 

pattern layout when ordering leather.  

o You can mix and match pieces of leather for a decorative effect. 

LEATHER TYPES & WEIGHTS 
o Suede 

o Cowhide (stiffer) 

o Pig suede (softer) 

o Snake skin  

o And more . . . 

o Weight measured in ounces. The smaller the ounce the finer the suede. If 

layering suede you want to use lighter pieces since it will add up as you sew 

on top of each other (for example; you may have up to 4 layers of thickness) 

o SOURCES- there are many leather sources available online. Some popular 

ones include: 

 www.tandyleather.com 

 www.Etsy.com 

 www.leathersuedeskins.com 

 www.moodfabrics.com 

 www.fabric.com 

 www.leatherhidestore.com 

 www.designerjoi.com 

 

 

http://www.tandyleather.com/
http://www.etsy.com/
http://www.leathersuedeskins.com/
http://www.moodfabrics.com/
http://www.fabric.com/
http://www.leatherhidestore.com/
http://www.designerjoi.com/
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HOW TO CUT LEATHER     
TIP: The edges of a leather hide may have some distortion. Avoid placing patterns 
on the very edge of a hide. Also check for any nicks, folds or damage to the hide. 
Layout your pattern around those markings. Before you begin cutting practice on a 
scrap with your tools to get a feel for cutting the leather. 

 
1. Layout your pattern pieces flat in a single layer. Never cut multiples at a time. 

2. Optional: trace outer edge of pattern with chalk, remove pattern and see the 

pattern piece. 

3. Use a sharp retractable blade to cut smaller pieces and pieces with curves. 

4. Use ruler and rotary cutter to cut all long edges. Avoid using regular scissors as 

they can tear the leather. 

TIP: Do not mark your leather with pens as it can bleed through the hide. 
Instead mark the back side with chalk or pencil. 
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EMBROIDERY Download Chubby Button Embroidery Design from the 
www.designerjoi.com online store. It should have come with your Downloadable 
Pattern. (Alternatives to embroidery: die cuts, applique, purchased applique etc.…) 
 

How to Embroider on Leather 
 Hoop Firm Tear- Away Stabilizer & tear off excess around the hoop edges.  

 Spray temporary spray adhesive onto the stabilizer. 

 Determine the center of your bag front and lie it up with the center of the stabilizer 
in the hoop. 

 Move the design to your embroidery machine, load your hoop, set up your thread 

and begin embroidery.  

 Use 1-2 colors depending on if you want the outline on the button hole.  TIP: the 
embroidery design is designed so you can change the color for each button hole 

allowing you to mix and match colors if you want or make them all the same as the 

examples here. Just remember to check the color settings in your machine before 

you begin. 

 Embroider all pieces before you assemble the bag. 

 Use a sharp needle 

 Optional Apply Permanent Topping Stabilizer on the leather before sewing. This 
would be good on very porous leather to prevent stitches from absorbing into the 

surface of the leather.  

 While the embroidery is stitching sew the bag lining. 

 

http://www.designerjoi.com/
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LINING ASSEMBLY- follow along with the video on each step 
 

OPTIONAL LINING  
While the leather bag front is embroidering in the machine, save time by 

assembling the lining. The lining will also help you familiarize yourself with the sewing 
steps used to create the bag. 

 
1. Cut the bag body pieces, sides, bottom and pocket piece from lining and 

Shape- Flex interfacing as marked on the pattern.  

2. Stitch interfacing to wrong side of lining pieces. Note: you will only 

put interfacing on 2 of the 3 front/back body pieces.  

3. Attach side facing to lining side by overlapping the leather at the top 

edge and top-stitch in place. Use glue stick to hold in place if 

necessary. Repeat on second side. 

 

4. Join one bag body piece backed with interfacing to one long leather 

upper facing in the same fashion as step 3. Make sure you are joining 

the longer edge which is the top of the bag. Set aside. 

 
5. Attach the zipper to the lining by the following: place the non-

interfaced lining body piece face up and flat on the table. With right 

sides together, place the zipper facing down onto the top edge of the 

lining with the zipper pull to the far right, and the base of the zipper 

tape touching the edge on the far left. Using your zipper foot or very 

narrow foot, stitch the two together using a ½” seam or with your foot 

next to the zipper teeth. Use clips if necessary to hold them together. 

Catch zipper tape in the seam allowance. Turn the zipper up and press 

seam allowance down.  
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6. Place the third bag body piece (without a facing) right side up flat on 

the table. Matching the top edges, lay the lining with the zipper 

attached on top right side up. Clip together the top zipper tape to the 

top edge of the lining. Stitch together. 

7. Place the last leather upper facing wrong side over the top zipper tape 

and topstitch down. Use glue stitch if needed.  

8. Baste the two layers together around entire bag and trim off excess. 

9. You will now have two bag bodies. One with the zipper, pocket, & 

facing and the other with no pocket and facing.  

 

Attach Lining Sides to Lining Body 

 
10.  With right sides together place one side on top of the body piece with 

the zipper matching facings at the top. Place a clip at the intersection 

of the facings so they will match when sewn. Stitch from just below 

the clip up towards the top edge of the bag. Flip the bag over and stich 

down to the bottom.  

11. Attach the other lining side to the opposite side of the bag body with 

the zipper. 

12. With right sides together, place the other bag body onto the bag sides 

and join in the same fashion as step 10. 

 

Sew the Lining Bottom  
 

13. With right sides together lay the bag bottom onto the bag lining. Line up the 

long and short edges. Clip together and stitch all four edges together.  

Tips for Sewing the bottom 

 Make sure to leave the edge open to the dot on each corner.  

 Directional sew. Stitch from the center of each side and stitch 

to the corner. Flip around and stitch to the other corner.  

 Make sure you are only sewing the two edges together and are 

not catching a tuck in the seam 

 Back stitch at each corner for durability 

OPTION: If you want a snap on your bag, attach now to the bag lining. The 
snap will be visible on the right side of the lining. Use placement line on 
pattern. See package instructions. 
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BAG HANDLE- Use a purchased handle or make your own  

1.  Cut four strips of matching or contrasting leather from scraps 1” wide x 12” long. 

2.  Curve the edge per the template 

3.  Use glue stick to affix two strips together. Repeat for other two strips. 

4.  Using ¼” SA topstitch around the outer edge of the handle 

5. Place handles on unsewn bag front & back. Mark handle placement with 

the awl on the back of the bag- make sure to mark the top not the bottom  

6. Topstitch handles down. Stitch an X in the middle of the tab to reinforce. 

TIP: Line up the handle with a ruler to help guide or use flexible seam guide 

to line up bag edge and hold in place  

7. Attach any other decorative details to the bag pieces before you complete 

assembly. 

REMEMBER SEW SLOWER!! Due to thickness  
MAKE HANDLE WITH CORDING  
8. Roll leather around upholstery cording, use wonder clips to hold in place 

9. Peel the edge off 1” of cording so it does not run to the edge of the leather 

10. Stitch next to cording using the zipper foot or even better the very narrow foot  

11. Mark handle placement on bag with awl- make sure mark the top of the bag. You 

can adjust the placement for the size of your handle. 

12. Line up using flexible seam guide to hold in place. SEW SLOW! 

13. Attach additional bag décor over handle raw edge as desired. 
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Leather Assembly  
EXPOSED LEATHER SEAMS 
Many leather bags are sewn with exposed seams. Very bulky leather can be 

difficult to turn inside out so the exposed seam allows for more ease in 

assembly, and the stitching is not only functional but decorative.  

 

 Place pieces wrong sides together and topstitch to create exposed 

seams.  

 Adjust your seam width according to the size of your bag, thread and 

design. 

 Heavy 28weight thread is best for durability and for thickness so the 

seam does not disappear in the bag.  

 Use matching or contrasting thread.  

 For vary narrow seams use the Vary Narrow Jane Foot 

 Use Wonder Clips to hold the seams together. 

 Avoid pins because they are not heavy enough to pin through straight and 

they put holes in the leather.   

 Special finishes can be added to the raw seam allowance once the bag 

is completed. (optional) 
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LEATHER BAG ASSEMBLY- the steps follow the same 
process as creating the lining. 
 

1. With wrong sides together, attach one long edge of bag side to one bag 

body piece side. Repeat and attach the other side to the same body piece.  

2. Next join the other body piece to the unsewn edges of the leather sides 

making the bag shape.  If you have added snaps or details to the bag 

sides make sure that end is toward the top. 

3. Attach bag bottom: with right sides together sew one long edge of 

the bag bottom to one long bottom edge of the bag body. Make 

sure to leave the edge open from the end to the dot. Repeat on all 

four sides.  

TIP: Seam allowance can be pointed inward as an option if 

you sew bottom on with right sides together  

TIP: start mid seam and directional sew due to thickness 

TIP: Turn hand wheel when you get to the corner for 

control 

4. Turn bag inside out (if applicable). 

5. If omitting the lining, then ENJOY YOUR NEW BAG! 

6. If lining take rubber mallet and hammer the side seam allowances 

on the leather lining facing and the outer bag to soften it up.   

 
 
JOINING LINING TO LEATHER BODY 
 

7. Drop the lining into the bag matching the top edges. It’s best to have 

the lining pocket against the bag back. Hold together with wonder clips. 
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8. Stitch around the top edge to join the lining to the bag.  

TIP: Directional stitching does make it easier to stitch around 
if you have a very thick bag, and it also makes it easier to 
start in the middle and stitch toward the edges rather than 
begin on the edges.  

9. Congrats on your new Leather Button Bag!!! You will be the envy 

of all your sewing friends. 

 

   

Additional Design and Finishing Details 
o Hand Stitch your seams with heavy leather cording 

o Add additional hand bag details such as grommets, snaps and tabs. 

o Add embroidery all over (apply prior to assembly) 

o Add Sashiko Details (apply prior to assembly)  

o Add Serger such as chain stitching or edge finishes. Use Teflon or 

roller foot.  

o Create a fabric version and even quilted the fabric for quilters and add 

buckram to stabilize.  

o Try custom printed fabrics for the lining (www.spoonflower.com) 

o Sign with a hot leather embossing tool?  

o Edge Finishing: you can burn the edges with a heat tool or add a 

leather edge finish to the raw edges. This takes more time but adds an 

additional detail.  

To purchase the pattern and embroidery design for this class, visit 
www.designerjoi.com and check out my shop!  
 
For additional leather sewing bag patterns, including the Sewing 
Machine Bag visit www.designerjoi.com and check out my shop. 

 
For more about Designer Joi visit www.designerjoi.com 

http://www.designerjoi.com/
http://www.designerjoi.com/

