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Palette 11 – Cutwork Wizard 
Cutwork is a traditional form of embroidery in which holes cut in the fabric are 
edged with embroidery. Use the Palette 11 cutwork wizard to create heirloom 
tone on tone cutwork. Or add a fun look to modern brightly colored embroidery 
patterns. 
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Select Outline Shape for Cutwork 
The cutwork wizard works with Outline shapes.  There are outline shapes in the 
Design Library of Palette 11 that can be used with the wizard. 

1. Open Layout and Editing 

2. Left click Design Settings  on 
the Quick Access tool bar 

3. Select the type of embroidery 
machine you will be using 

• Note that the Cutwork 
Wizard was originally 
designed for upgraded multi-
needle machines that could 
cut the open areas with 
special cutwork needles. 

• However, if you are willing to 
cut the open areas with 
scissors, you can sew 
cutwork embroidery with any 
embroidery machine. 

 Select the hoop size you will be using 
 
Select an Outline Shape 
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1. Select the Import tab  at the right side of the page 
2. Open the From window and select Outline 

Shapes 

 
3. Open the Category window and select Floral 

 

4. Select OL_flower 07  

5. Left click Import  
6. And the flower is placed on the design page 

 
Resize the flower 

1. Click and drag the corner handle on the 
selection box around the flower  

2. Resize the flower to approximately 75mm (or 
3 inches) 

3. The size is shown on the status line in the 
lower left corner of the page

 
 

Edit the Flower 
If you want to make changes to the stitches or colors of the outline design, it is 
best to do that first before you create the cutwork 
elements. 

1. Select the fill stitches of the flower in the 
Sewing Order pane at the left side of the 

page  

• The fill is the first color at the top of 
the pane 

2. Left click the Color tab   
3. Open the Thread Chart window and select 

Madeira Rayon 
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4. Left click a light blue color chip  to change the color of the fill stitches 
5. Left click to select color 2 in the Sewing Order pane 
6. Hold down the Shift key on the keyboard 
7. Scroll down and select the last color in the Sewing Order pane 

• If the Shift key is held down, all of the colors between the two colors 
selected will also be selected, so all the outline stitching is now 
selected 

8. Open the Thread Chart window and select Madeira Rayon 

9. Left click a darker shade of blue  for the outlines 
 
Change the outline around the outside of 
the flower to a zig zag. 

1. Select color 2 in the Sewing Order 
pane 

2. Right click on the flower on the 
 design page 

3. Left click to open the Line Stitch 
window 

4. Select Zig Zag Stitch 

 
5. The outline around the outside edge 

of the flower is changed to a satin 
stitch. 

 
Change the fill stitch on the flower 

1. Select color 1 in the Sewing Order pane 
2. Right click on the flower on the design page 
3. Left click to open the Region Fill window  

4. Select Programmable Fill Stitch  
 
Set the Attributes 

1. Left click the Sewing Attributes tab  at the right side of 
the page 

2. Scroll down to Programmable Fill 

3. Left click File  to open the Browser and select a fill pattern 

4. Select the fill called pat06  
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5. Set the width at 9mm 

6. Place a check mark in the Maintain aspect ratio box  

7. Left click Zoom In  
8. Left click and drag a box around the flower  
9. There are several places in the fill where the 

stitches have aligned and created a line 
through the fill  

10. Change the stitch direction to find a better 
angle without those streaks in the fill 

11. If needed, the Offset can also be used to help 
find a combination that does not have those 
streaks. 

 

Cutwork Flower Center 
The open center of the flower can be filled with cutwork. 

1. Left click to select the outline around the center of the flower. 

• Select the outline on the design page. 

• If you select the flower center in the Sewing Order pane, the 
Cutwork Wizard will be greyed out 

2. Left click to select the Cutwork Wizard  in the 
ribbon at the top of the page 

3. The Cutwork Wizard box opens. 

Work through the settings in the Wizard from left to right 
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1. Stabilize the Cut Edge 

• Select Yes to sew straight stitches to stabilize the cut edge of the 
hole to keep the fabric from stretching 

• Select No if you do not want straight stitches along the cut edge 
2. Cutting Line  

• The setting is greyed out and cannot be changed because the 
Design Page Settings are set for a single needle embroidery 
machine and the cutwork holes will have to be cut with scissors 

• Running Stitch is selected and will sew a straight stitch that will 
provide a guide for cutting 

3. Secure Water-Soluble Stabilizer 

• If Yes is selected straight stitches will be sewn to attach the 
stabilizer to the fabric 

4. Net Fill 

• There are five different Net Fill patterns available 
to sew a thread net in the open space 

• Select Yes 

• Open the Pattern window and select the desired 
Net Fill pattern 

• Spacing  controls the distance 
between the stitching lines of the Net Fill 

• Direction  sets the angle of the Net Fill 
5. Covering Satin Stitch 

• Select the stitch settings for the Satin Stitch around the edge of the 
cutwork hole 

• Select Yes for stitching to cover the cut edge of the fabric 

• Set the width of the Satin Stitch between 3 and 6mm 

• Density is the stitch length of the satin stitch 
6. When you have worked through the settings, 

left click OK  
7. The cutwork is created for the center of the 

flower, but it has also added fill stitches 
under the Net Fill.  

No Fill Under Cutwork 
It is easy to remove the extra fill stitches. 

1. The cutwork stitching is selected 
2. Right click and Copy 
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3. Left click Undo  on the Quick Access tool bar 

• The cutwork stitches and the extra fill 
stitches are both gone and the flower looks 
exactly like it did before the cutwork wizard 
was opened  

4. Right click and Paste 
5. And the cutwork stitches are pasted over the hole 

in the center of the flower  

6. Select Color 18 and 19 in the Sewing Order pane 

7. Left click the Color tab   

8. Left click a light-yellow color chip  to change the color the Net Fill 

Outline Shape Eyelet 
You can also use the outline shape tool to draw shapes that can be used in the 
Cutwork Wizard. 

1. Left click Shapes  
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2. Select the Circle  
3. Left click and drag to create a small circular shape  

 
Change the type of stitching 

1. Right click and open the Region Sew window 

2. Select Not Sewn (Region)  
3. Right click and open the Line Sew window 

4. Select Running Stitch  
5. And you will have a straight stitch circle that is ready to go to the Cutwork 

Wizard 

6. Left click to select the Cutwork Wizard  in the 
ribbon at the top of the page 
7. The Cutwork Wizard box opens.  

8. The settings remain the same as those used for the flower center except 
for the Net Fill setting 

• Select No to create and eyelet with 
no fill in the hole 

9. Left click OK  
10. And you have a perfect eyelet 
11. Right click and select Duplicate 

 to 
create additional eyelets  
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12. Click and drag to position the eyelets around the flower 
13. If you prefer a more traditional look, change the design to sew in just one 

color 

Add Cutwork to an Embroidery Design 
The Shapes tool can be used to draw outline shapes that allow you to add 
cutwork to existing embroidery patterns 

1. The pattern used in this exercise was 
created in Design Center using the ufo 
clipart image from the Miscellaneous 
folder 

• Eyelets can be added to frame 
the portholes 

2. Left click Zoom In  
3. Click and drag to zoom in on the 

portholes 

4. Left click Shapes  

5. Select the Circle  
6. Left click and drag to create a small circular shape on top of a porthole 
7. The circle shape can be moved to sit right over the window 
8. If needed, use the handles at the corner of the selection box to resize the 

shape to cover the window 
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Change the type of stitching 
1. Right click and open the Region Sew window 

2. Select Not Sewn (Region)  
3. Right click and open the Line Sew window 

4. Select Running Stitch   
5. And you will have a straight stitch circle that is ready to go 

to the Cutwork Wizard 
6. Left click to select the Cutwork Wizard 

 in the ribbon at the top of the page 
7. The Cutwork Wizard box opens.  

8. Left click OK  
9. And you have a perfect eyelet around the porthole  
10. Right click and select Duplicate 

 to create additional 
eyelets  
11. Click and drag to position the over the other two portholes 
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Sewing Cutwork 
Sewing cutwork is easy.  You will know when to cut 
the holes because the color that sews the cutting line 
is called Cutting Line. 

1. The flower fill and the outlines of the flower 
were stitched first. 

2. The color list on the LCD screen of the 
machine shows that the next color to be 
stitched is the cutting line 

• The scissor image indicates that this is the cutting line  

3. After the cutting line is stitched, take the embroidery hoop off the machine 
4. DO NOT take the fabric out of the hoop 
5. Turn the hoop face down and trim the 

thread tails on the back of the embroidery 

• When the machine trims the thread, 
it pulls both threads to the back of 
the fabric and trims leaving a thread 
tail  

• The easiest way to keep those 
thread tails from tangling in the net 
stitching or showing in the open 
holes of the cutwork is to clean them up before you cut the hole 

6. Turn the hoop right side up and carefully cut the hole with sharp scissors 
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• Cut just inside the cutting line straight stitch  

7. Place the hoop back on the machine 
8. Add water soluble stabilizer over the top of the embroidery 

• After the stitching is complete the stabilizer is removed by tearing 
off the part of the stabilizer that can be removed easily 

• The remaining stabilizer in the netting can then be removed by 
rinsing with water 

• If you are using a fabric like silk that you do not want to wet, you 
could use press away stabilizer which is removed by touching it 
with a warm iron 

9. As you can see in the picture, the cutwork and netting in the center of the 
flower was sewn next 
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10. The outline of the first eyelet was stitched next and was ready to have the 
hole cut 

11. If you are going to be sewing the design more than once, you could 
rearrange the steps in the Sewing Order Pane so all of the holes could be 
cut at the same time 

12. But if you will only be sewing the design one time, it may be faster to just 
cut the holes when you come to them. 


